
WordPress Widgets 

Widgets allow you to customize your sidebar or other widget areas (these vary with theme). 

There are many to choose from.  

 

Different themes have different widget areas. Go to the dashboard Appearance -> Widgets, and 

you will see the different areas. When you drag a widget into a certain space, it appears in that 

area on your site. Sometimes it just takes a lot of experimentation to see what looks best. The 

Twenty Fourteen theme has three widget areas: 

 

 
 

Sometimes these don’t show on all pages. You must go into each page and check the template 

that is activated. The template drives which widget areas show on which page. 

 

Here is a list of useful widgets. If the widget is not listed here, there is likely a reason. For 

example, the calendar has the potential to be cool, but you have to use iCal. The playlist is a neat 

idea, but I’m not sure about copyright issues, and it’s better to be safe than sorry! 

 

 



 

Contact Info 

Good for commercial businesses 

where the site visitor might need 

to find your location, contact info, 

and hours of operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow Blog 

This is useful if your target 

audience is likely to be made up 

of some bloggers.  

Make sure to adjust the auto-text 

that the follower sees in the 

widget area when you are 

configuring the widget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Facebook Like Box 

An obvious choice. Using the Image Widget with a FB icon is 

also an option. Keep in mind that you can format the widget to 

show certain information. Think about your target audience! 

 

 



 

Gallery Widget 

With this widget you can create a mini gallery of 

images that has the same formatting options as a 

gallery on a post or page. 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Widget 

The image widget is great because it is so versatile. 

Remember that you can use text in Photoshop, so an 

“image” widget does not have to be an image at all. At 

left, I’ve create a link to a Twitter account using the 

image widget. 

One downside is that you cannot open the link in a new 

tab. I know that, so it’s ok for the final project. If you 

need to review how to use the Image Widget, look in 

the Lab Week 9 tutorial entitled “Photoshop 

instructions for creating a banner ad.” 

 

 

 

 Instagram and Twitter Widgets 

The problem with these is that you have to configure 

them with the associated Twitter and Instagram 

accounts (so you need admin access to those accounts). 

Most of you cannot do that with your organization.  

You can either use the image widget, or you can link to 

your own accounts for the final project. I will know that 

your intention is that it’s the client’s account. 

 

 



 

Links 

We went through this widget in lab during 

Week 7. Look in Sakai under the Lab Week 7 

instructions, “Introduction to WordPress.” 

This can be useful if you want to provide 

viewers with valuable content, such as links 

to the designer your store carries or links to 

helpful resources.  

Remember that you actually ad and edit links 

from the “links” tab in the dashboard, not 

through the Widget area. 

 
 

 

 

 

Milestone 

This is a good one for upcoming events. It 

counts down based on the date and time you 

enter for the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Search 

This can be useful, but keep in mind that 

many themes already have this built in (such 

as the Twenty Fourteen theme). 

 



 

Twenty Fourteen Ephemera 

This one is kind of weird but has the potential to 

be kind of cool.  

This pulls content from certain kinds of posts. So, 

you must choose the type of content in the post 

(see image below, left). As you can see from the 

example on the left, you do not want to activate 

text-heavy posts to fill in this widget; otherwise 

you just get a ton of text in your sidebar, which is 

awkward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to have certain widgets appear on certain pages 

At the bottom of each widget, you can expand the “visibility” option and choose which pages 

that widget appears on. For example, you might choose to have the Image Widget (with your 

banner ad) not show in the sidebar of the page it links to: 

 

 
 

There are a lot of options for hiding or showing content, so sometimes you just have to 

experiment with the visibility. 


